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Introduction 


0.1 About the Fictionkin Community 

There are people who identify as a character or species portrayed in (modern) fiction on an 
integral and personal level. The fictional source can be a comic, novel, movie, television show, 
theatrical production, video game, or any other form of media. What fictionkin identify as can be 
human or nonhuman. (Thus, not all fictionkin fit under the label of otherkin as otherkin is based 
on having a nonhuman identity.) Further fictionkin can identify as someone (human or 
otherwise) specifically portrayed in a fictional media or can identity as a fictional species without 
pinpointing a specific character named in the media. 


When such people first started appearing in the otherkin community in the early 2000s, they 
were called otakukin. However nowadays the word has taken on negative coronations to many 
due to what “otaku” means though it is still sometimes used by some for themselves. Sometime 
during the mid-2000s the words fictionkin and mediakin also began to be used. Fictionkin being 
coined so to avoid the negative meaning of otakukin. Mediakin coming about due to some 
feeling uncontrolled with the use of the word “fiction” being used. At present, fictionkin is the 
most widely used and recognized term both in the fictionkin community and in the general 
otherkin community. 


This document's purpose is to note events which have occurred over within the fictionkin 
community over the course of its existence as well as events that directly relate to or mention 
fictionkin. 


0.2 Help Wanted 
This document is a work in progress. Both in looking for more content applicable to this 
document’s interests and working to polish what information we have already. 


Though we have made a great effort to keep this project polished and professional, it is 
inevitable there will be mistakes that escape us along the way. Whether they be grammatical or 
factual errors, we ask we be contacted if anything amiss is noted. Whether it be an editing 
mistake or if we left out a detail in a summary worth noting, please contact us. If you notice any 


mistakes, we openly ask to be emailed so these corrections can be made. We would highly 
appreciate any help in this regard. 


Note: All date that typed out in red is highlighting information that is either completely unknown 
(taking the form of a red question mark) or there is a known element of uncertainty in the date 
found. If anyone has more accurate dates regarding these events, please let us know. 


For any advice, questions, usage, and general feedback, feel free to contact us at: 
bestialchimera@ gmail.com 


A Timeline of The Fictionkin Community 


1979-?-?: According to Leaf McGowan, three members of the Elf Queen’s Daughters, Arwen, 
Elenor, and Loriel came to the conclusion they were not elves, but were rather hobbits. (Hobbits 
being a fictional species from J. R. R. Tolkien's series.) While the term fictionkin didn’t exist at 
the time and it is doubtful any of them would have used the label, theirs is the earliest reference 
of someone in what would become the otherkin community describing themselves using a 
species name that was created in modern fiction rather than originating in myth or folklore. ! 


1995-January-7: A user on Alt.Fans.Dragons replied to a thread asking about other "dragon 
kin." One person who replied going by Drameth described themself as being of "pernese decent" 
and going on to briefly mention traits about the dragons of Pern. Pernese dragons being a dragon 
species specific to the novel series, Dragonriders of Pern by Anne McCaffrey.” 


1995-February-9: On Alt.Fan.Dragons in that month census results, five users described 
themselves as "Pernese dragons" (1 brown, 2 bronze, 2 gold). While the term "fictionkin" or 
anything of the sort is not used, and there is no distinction made on if everyone who took part in 
the survey is describing what would be called their kintype or just describing their online 
personal or fusona, the inclusion still leaves a possibility. 3 


1995-March-1: Next month on Alt.Fan.Dragons another census was posted regarding members 
of the groups. The same five users who described themselves as "Pernese dragons" were still 
listed in the results.‘ 


2001-?-?: Through the website, Otherkin.Net, a webpage called Temple of The Ota-’Kin was 
created by someone going by the name Kinjo Ten (also spelled out Kinjou Ten). Kinjo Ten 
coined the term otakukin to refer to someone who is like an otherkin but specifically to fictional 
species or character. The creator of the webpage, Kinjo Ten defined the term to describe otherkin 
whose identities were heavily influenced by or similar to a creature from fictional media. 
Despite, the obvious anime and manga influence of the page and the word “otaku” being used as 
part of the term otakukin, Kinjo Ten brings up fiction beyond anime and manga. Kinjo Ten refers 
to two different series of novels and their fictional species when he states, “The initial concept of 
a supposedly ‘fictional’ paradigm and/or cosmology having partial or complete basis in an 
alternative reality is not uncommon among otherkin. Sections of the community accept as 
reasonable extrapolations of fact Tolkien-esque elves and fae, Pernian dragons, and other 
phenotypes resembling or derived from allegedly 'fictional' sources.” > 


2002-March-15: The yahoo group, “Hobbit Otherkins” was created. The group description 
stated, “For everyone with hobbit-blood in their veins or any otherkin for that matter." Hobbits 
are fictional beings that appear in J. R. R. Tolkien's stories and are, at least not by name, not 


' Leaf McGowan. “Elf Queen’s Daughters and the Silver Elves,” Technogypsie. February 2011. https://www.technogypsie.net/faerie/?p=93 . 
 Drameth, a young seeker of knowledge. “More Dragon Kin,” alt.fan.dragons, 7 January 1995, 

https://groups. google.com/g/alt.fan.dragons/c/T[W VW27NwSMg/m/2caq0k8B7 IcJ. 

3 Jamin A. “Census February 1 1995” alt.fan.dragons, 9 February 1995, 
https://groups.google.com/g/alt.fan.dragons/c/6671SRjWggU/m/fNjjrrtwGdcJ . 

4 Jamin A. “Census March 1 1995” alt.fan.dragons, 1 March 1995, 
https://groups.google.com/g/alt.fan.dragons/c/BbhGHNkrl_A/m/8MDasnPJr8QJ . 

> Kinjo Ten, Temple of the Ota’Kin, Otherkin.Net. https://web.archive.org/web/20021214224307/http://otakukin.otherkin.net/ . 


found in any folklore and mythology. ° 


2004-February-?: An article titled “Identifying Your Otherkin Species: Ten Tips for the 
Terminally Tantalized” was written by Sprite Revenchatte and posted to Otherkin.Net. The 
article listed various ideas the author had that might help someone figure out what their kintype 
was. Among the list of ten tips, the seventh one directly says, “Don’t be afraid of identifying 
with race that exists in fiction.” Stating, “Healthy skepticism is a vital tool in sifting the spiritual 
wheat from the chaff when it comes to your true form, but don't dismiss possibilities from fiction 
just on the basis of their being ‘fictional.”’ The author then notes how “otakukin” have a bad 
reputation in the otherkin community but also stating her opinion that many myths are simply old 
pieces of fiction.’ 


2004-March-28: The Livejournal community called From Fiction was created. The Livejournal 
community was created as a place for fictionkin to interact with the community description 
stating, "The goal of this community is to provide a forum for those who believe their soul or 
identity is derived from a fictional medium, such as anime, game, book, or film. Often this 
means a strong connection to a fictional character, fictional setting or fictional race, and is 
normally termed "fictionkin" (sometimes otakukin, otakin, mediakin).".® The link was originally 
at http://www.communities.livejournal.com/otakin but later was changed http://from- 
fiction.livejournal.com/profile sometime later. 


2004-May-4: The Livejournal community called “Former Assassins” was created. The website 
was created mostly for those who are soulbonds, fictionkin, or fictives who had been assassins or 
had killed someone in their past-life. The website offered a place to talk about their thoughts and 
feelings around “having killed.” The group was also open to multiples who’ve killed others 
inworld. ° 


2004-November-8: The word otakukin was added to the website, Urban Dictionary. Urban 
Dictionary being an online dictionary created by people could submitting definitions for new 
words not found in any standard dictionary, for slang words, and phrases. The entry defines 
otakukin in a very negative light.!° 


2005-May-23: The entry “Otherkin” on Wikipedia included its first reference to otakukin on this 
day. The mention being added was “However, those who profess more unusual beliefs are likely 
to meet with controversy. One example of this is the otakukin, or otakin, community, who 
associate with Japanese media such as anime or video games.” !' 


2006-?-?: Danielle Kirby published an article titled, “Alternative Worlds: Metaphysical 

Questing and Virtual community Among the Otherkin.” in a collection of research articles titled, 
In Through a Glass Darkly: Reflections on the Sacred. In her article, Kirby takes that stance that 
the otherkin community is a new religious movement that is bolstered by pop culture media and 


° “Hobbit Otherkins,” Yahoo Groups, https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/hobbit-otherkins/info . 

7 Sprite Revenchatte, “Identifying Your Otherkin Species,” Otherkin.net, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20040218 145604/http://www.otherkin.net/articles/identifying.html. 

8 From Fiction,” Livejournal. http://from-fiction.livejournal.com/profile . 

° formerassassins, Livejournal, http://formerassassins.livejournal.com/profile 

'©"Otakukin" Urban Dictionary, 8 November 2004. https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=otakukin 

'! “Otherkin: Revision History, Wikipedia, 23 May 2005. http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Otherkin&oldid=14104589 . 


the internet. As part of her argument, she brings up the existence of otakukin and soulbonders as 
being the most obvious cases of what she is discussing. from pages 280 to 281, the article 
specifically has a section on the otakukin webpage, Temple of the Ota'kin, is specifically cited. !* 


2006-February-26: The Livejournal community was created called Identity Bonds (with the url 
name being “identity bonds.”) The group was created as a soulbonding group primarily but was 
also open to fictionkin and fictives also joining to discuss their experiences. '° 


2006-February-27: The Livejournal community called, Fiction-kin and Associated Entities was 
created under the url name fictionals. The group was created for fictionkin with the community’s 
description defining fictionkin as “people who identify in some way with a fictional character - 
past life, co-location, deep empathy, introjections, or something else.” ! 


2006-April-4: A website called From Fiction was created. The website’s original web address 
was http://otakukin.atspace.com/ . The website was created by a fictionkin who identified as Ken 
Ichijouji who went by the name Mordax. The content of the early website included various 
articles such as “What Are Otakukin,” “What do Otakukin Believe/Am I Otakukin,” “Are 
Otakukin Crazy,” “Should I''Come Out' as Otakukin,” “How Should I Respond to An Otakukin 
Friend,” and “Does Otakukin Negate Creativity.” The website also had a section called 
“Experiences” which was meant to share personal experiences and thoughts of otakukin in the 
future.!> 


2006-May-30: The Pagan Centered Podcast was a podcast that focused on topics that related to 
the pagan community. Episode 6, white titled simply titled "Otherkin" only focused on otherkin 
during the opening podcast skit and the last roughly 10 minutes of the podcast (In the time in- 
between. the hosts talked about unrelated topics.) Both the skit and actual discussion of otherkin 
was very dismissive of the phenomena. Otherkin and especially fictionkin are mostly played off 
as people who are largely just fluffy, not critically thinking, too engrossed in role-playing, or are 
otherwise just mistaken on what they are experiencing. Fictionkin are brought up by name and 
are especially made fun of during the podcast. !° 


2006-April-10: A thread called “Stop dissing otakukin, I am one” was posted on DeviantArt's 
forum. In the thread, fictionkin who identified as Ken Ichijouji made a short rant about being 
irritated how otherkin thought of otakukin as crazy even though otherkin also had a “crazy” of 
identity. They also spoke of their personal identity and views on such. '” 


2006-November-5: The Livejournal community, “Finding “Verse” was created with the url 
name being findingverse. The group was a place for fictionkin, fictives, and soulbonds leave 
information about themselves and what their source was in hopes of finding others from the 
same source. The tagging system of the group was organized based of medium and the title of 


"? Kirby, Danielle. “Alternative Worlds: Metaphysical Questing and Virtual community Among the Otherkin.” Jn Through a Glass Darkly: 
Reflections on the Sacred, edited by Frances Di Lauro, pages 275-287. Sydney: Sydney University Press, 2006. 

'8 Identity Bonds, Livejournal, http://identity-bonds.livejournal.com/profile . 

'4 fictionals, Livejournal, http://fictionals.livejournal.com/profile . 

'S From Fiction, https://web.archive.org/web/20060430073530/http://otakukin.atspace.com/ . 

'6 Dave, Amber, Ashlee, and Branden. “Episode 6: Otherkin,” Pagan Centered Podcast, 30 May 2006, 49:30, 
http://pagancenteredpodcast.com/episode-6-otherkin/ . 

'” Greer-The-Raven. "Stop dissing otakukin, I am one," DeviantArt, 10 April 2006. 

https://web.archive.org/web/2007 1006045 122/http://forum.deviantart.com/community/complaints/612247/? 


the source to help making searching easier for users. '® 


2007-?-?: The book A Field Guide to Otherkin by Lupa was published. The book covers the 
topic of otherkin and Lupa drew information from a survey she had done so the book would 
better reflect the beliefs and feelings of at least those who responded. Within the book there is a 
section over mediakin from pages 202-206. In the book, otakukin is described as a subset of 
mediakin. Mediakin being defined as people who identify as beings from movies, books or other 
kinds of media, while otakukin referring specifically to someone identifying as a character or 
species from anime or manga. The section went on to talk about the controversy around the topic 
of reincarnation when it comes to fictionkin, about pop culture magick, and so on.!” 


2007-August-2: The forum, More Than Fiction was created by Mordax using the platform 
Proboards. The forum’s web address was http://www.otakukin.proboards.com .” 


2007-December-9: The Pagan Centered Podcast published their 50" episode and it was titled, 
“The Pagan Taboo (Otherkin Episode).” The episode spends most of its time talking about 
otherkin and as they did before, their opinion of otherkin is overall very skeptical, 
condescending, and dismissive. During the podcast, the topic of otakukin is brought-up and the 
hosts are especially native toward them in particular. They mention seeing otakukin on otherkin 
forums and Livejournal. 7! 


2008-April-?: An article titled, “Some thoughts on Mediakin” was written by Lupa and added to 
Otherkin.net. The article talked about mediakin and Lupa’s personal views on them. She defines 
mediakin as "people who identify as/with characters from modern fiction, particularly (though 
not limited to) anime/manga and video games." Lupa brings up several things with how 
mediakin fit into her belief system. One being that pop culture is just modern mythology, and 
another belief being that people can be otherkin because of "the Collective Unconscious/personal 
unconscious/whathaveyou." She also mused how even the same or very similar experience can 
lead to people finding different conclusions labels-wise based on how they interpret their 
experiences. 7 


2008-May-18: The Livejournal community group called Embodied Past was created. The 
community described itself as " a community geared toward fictionkin and those who love 
them." 7° 


2008-December-30: The news website, Life Examiner published an article, "Odder than 
Otherkin? The Underground's head explodes." It was written by Dylan Otto Krider and was part 
of a series of small news pieces bringing up the topic otherkin. Krider was very skeptical of 
otherkin and many of his pieces openly showed his contempt of the idea. This piece showcases 
Krider discovering the topic of fictionkin. The author had come across a post on the Livejournal 


'8 findingverse, Livejournal, http://findingverse.livejournal.com/profile . 

'° Lupa. A Field Guide To Otherkin. Megalithica Books: Stanford, 2007, pages 202-206. 

20 Mordax-sama’s Profile, More Than Fiction, http://www.otakukin.proboards.com/user/1 . 

2! Dave, Ashlee, Jason, and Sam. “Episode 50: The Pagan Taboo (Otherkin Episode),” Pagan Centered Podcast, 9 December 2007, 1:12:27, 
http://pagancenteredpodcast.com/episode-50-the-pagan-taboo-otherkin-episode/ . 

2 Lupa. “Some thoughts on Mediakin,” Otherkin-net. 
https://web.archive.org/web/200804 16012 107/http://www.otherkin.net/articles/mediakin.html . 

3 embodied_past, Livejournal, http://embodied-past.livejournal.com/profile 


community, From Fiction, which linked to a past piece by Krider and asking how “the 
mainstream” would react to fictionkin. This was quoted by Krider before going into giving his 
interpretation of the definition of fictionkin. He describes fictionkin as a “new religion” and 
overall dismissed the experiences of fictionkin as people mistaking normal connections with 
identification. ** 


2009-?-?: In the book, Exploring Religion and the Sacred one chapter is of Danielle Kirby’s 
article, "From Pulp Fiction to Revealed Text: A Study of the Role of the Text in the Otherkin 
Community." Parts of the article focuses on Kirby describing her position that otherkin is a new 
religious movement based in pop culture and fiction. The article primarily focuses the idea that 
otherkin uses texts (works of fiction or folklore or even self-created fiction) to create a narrative 
around their identity. She poses that the otherkin community uses fiction and created works to 
find personal spiritual meaning through the narrative of being nonhuman. The url to the old, 
Temple of The Ota-’Kin website was listed in the text of the article. Despite citing the old 
otakukin website and talking extensively about fiction influence on otherkin, the terms otakukin, 
mediakin, and fictionkin are not used. 7° 


2009-August-23: On their personal website, The Silver Elves posted an entry called, "Hobbits 
and Halflings." The entry discusses the existences of hobbits as created by Tolkien (and how 
other creators call them halflings, due to copyright reasons). The Silver Elves discussed knowing 
several hobbits. The short entry does not mention fictionkin or even allude to it but the Silver 
Elves do talk about knowing hobbits while also noting the word was created by Tolkien. 7° 


2009-December-23: The Pagan Centered Podcast, a podcast that focused on topics that relate to 
or concern the pagan community. Episode 131, titled "How Can We Study Otherkin?" focused 
on the topic of otherkin with the hosts being very skeptical of otherkin as a whole, seeing them 
as people who lack the ability to think critically and mistaking their experiences as being 
something more than they are. The topic of otakukin are brought up with the hosts focusing on 
the fact that "otaku" is a very negative term in Japan. Several of the hosts found this fitting as 
they felt otakukin were indeed simply maladapted, obsessed fans. 7” 


2009- December-31: Tirea Na’vi created a Twitter account with the name Shey'bu and the 
twitter handle naviotherkin.”® 


2009- December-31: A person going by the username Tirea Na’vi joined the forum 
Otherkin.com and created an introduction thread just hours later on the 1“ of January 2010 titled 
“Hello, Na’vi Otherkin here.” On the forum, Tirea Na’vi stated having previously identified as 
an elf with a tail but came to identify as an Na’vi after watching the movie Avatar by James 
Cameron. He was active on the forum for several weeks before being banned due to the forum 
staff being critical of fictionkin and not taking him seriously. 7’ 


4 Krider, Dylan Otto. "Odder than Otherkin? The Underground's head explodes." Life Examiner (USA), 30 December 2008. 
http://www.examiner.com/article/odder-than-otherkin-the-underground-s-head-explodes. 

°5 Kirby, Danielle. "From Pulp Fiction to Revealed Text: A Study of the Role of the Text in the Otherkin Community." Exploring Religion and 
the Sacred, edited by Christopher Deacy and Elisabeth Arweck, pages 141-154. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2009. 

?6 The Silver Elves, "Hobbits and Halfings." The Silver Elves, 23 August 2009, https://silverelves.angelfire.com/hobbits.html . 

27 Dave, Amber, Ashlee, Barbara, Branden, et al. “Episode 131: How Can We Study Otherkin?,” Pagan Centered Podcast, 23 December 2009, 
59:50, http://pagancenteredpodcast.com/episode-13 1-how-can-we-study-otherkin/. 

28 Shey’bu, Twitter, https://twitter.com/naviotherkin 

29 29 Tirea Na’vi, “Hello, Na’vi Otherkin here,” Otherkin.com Forum, 


2010- January-1: Tirea Na’vi created the Livejournal community, We are Na’vi [Na’vi 
Reborn]. The community’s url was tothehometree. The groups description, stated, "A community 
for all those who identify with the Na'vi race in some way - people who are Na'vi on a spiritual 
or mental level, people who are reincarnated Na'vi, Na'vi souls trapped in human forms, people 
who worship the great Eywa, etcetera. A community for such people to talk and commune." °° 


2010-January-12 to 31: The appearance of one Na’vi fictionkin who created a Livejournal for 
Na'vi fictionkin garnered swift reaction from not only the therian and otherkin communities but 
also even outside of it to. On multiple otherkin and therian forums at the time (such as Werelist 
and The Otherkin Community Forum, among others) word spread of the Na'vi fictionkin and 
debate arose over if the person was simply a troll or not along with a general rise of discussion of 
the existence of fictionkin in general.*! ** Outside of the otherkin communities, news of their 
being a Na’'vi fictionkin was also swift. Multiple instances of non-kin across the internet learning 
of and reacting to the Livejournal community and backlash to the idea of Na'vi'kin can be found 
all just within the month of January 2010 alone.*? *4 5 3° The existence of there being a na’vi’ 
fictionkin soon became infamous though, quickly, the event became falsely attributed to their 
being a massive surge of many people na’vi fictionkin who then all disappeared once the pop 
culture hype of Avatar died down when in truth the number of known na’vi fictionkin at the time 
only consisted on one individual.*’ So widespread was this event, that mention of Na’vi 
fictionkin has continued to crop up on occasion for years to come. 


2010-January-28: Joseph Laycock posted a short article titled "The Pandora's Box of James 
Cameron" for Divinity School from The University of Chicago's website. The article focused on 
the religious motifs of James Cameron's movie, Avatar and their real-life influences. At one 
point, Laycock states how people are coming away from the movie feeling a sort of depression 
over desiring to go back to Pandora by watching the movie again or wanting Pandora to a real 
place. He then states, "And a growing community comprises individuals who feel that they are 
Na’vi who have somehow been incarnated as human beings. Websites like 'We Are Na’vi' 
feature discussions of how James Cameron managed to get so many details of the Na’vi home 
world correct." He does not dwell on the community's existence any more than that, however. °° 
2010-February-18: The Livejournal community, We are Na’vi [Na’vi Reborn] was last updated 
or posted. While the number of members were just over 60 members, almost of the members 
were not actually na'vi fictionkin but were rather mostly other kinds of otherkin who had joined 
to debate or comment on Tirea Na’vi’s sincerity or experiences.*? 


https://web.archive.org/web/20 100324 1 15037/http://www.otherkin.com/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=10&t=1802 / 

30 “We are Na’vi [Na’vi Reborn],” Livejournal, http://tothehometree.livejournal.com/profile . 

31 "Talk Na'vi" WikiFur, https://en.wikifur.com/wiki/Talk:Na%27vi . 

32 eye-witness personal account of House of Chimeras, 2 May 2021. 

33 Avatar’ Depression - Page 2" Broadway World. 11-12 January 2010. 
https://www.broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?page=2&thread=1009707 &boardid=2&boardname=off . 

34 HouseofHeathens." Avatar: Na'vi Otherkin Commuity (a rant)." Youtube. 16 January 2010. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLSnkJu158s . 

35 RottenMeat, "Navi-kin," DeviantArt, 17 January 2010, https://www.deviantart.com/rottenmeat/journal/Navi-kin-228828602 . 
36 alaska-is-a-husky. "You are not Na'vi," DeviantArt, 17 January 2010, https://www.deviantart.com/alaska-is-a-husky/art/Y ou-are-not-Na-vi- 
150766158 . 

37 “We are Na’vi [Na’vi Reborn],” Livejournal, http://tothehometree.livejournal.com/profile . 

38 Laycock, Joseph. "The Pandora's Box of James Cameron," Divinity School from The University of Chicago, 28 January 2010. 
https://divinity.uchicago.edu/sightings/articles/pandoras-box-james-cameron-joseph-laycock . 

*° “We are Na’vi [Na’vi Reborn],” Livejournal, http://tothehometree.livejournal.com/profile . 


2010-May-1: A thesis titled, Posthum/an/ous: Identity, Imagination, and the Internet was 
published Eric Stephen Altmann and submitted tothe Appalachian State University. A thesis 
focused on furries, otherkin, and otakukin. All three groups are referred to as “internet fan 
subcultures” and “fandoms.” The stance that the otherkin cmmunity and otakukin community are 
just fandoms colors the author's conclusions throughout the paper. The thesis stands on the basis 
that these groups use fiction to created nonhuman personas. The author quotes the article "What 
are Otakukin?" from the website, From Fiction, and Altmann also interviewed at least two 
otakukin for his thesis. *° 


2012-?-?: Danielle Kirby published another article that brings up the topic of otherkin. This one 
being titled, "Readers, believers, consumers, and Audiences: Complicating the Relationship 
Between Consumption and Contemporary Narrative Spiritualties" in the journal, Australian 
Journal of Communication. The article discusses the growth of new religions and religious 
movements in recent decades. She takes special interest in religious movements that draw from 
pop culture. The topic of otherkin is focused on throughout much of the article. Kirby describes 
the community as a loosely affiliated group of people with a shared belief that they’re not 
entirely human that strongly draws from pop culture. She does cite Temple of the Ota’kin and 
briefly brings up the topic of “Otaku kin” and “Media kin” on pages 126-127 but throughout 
much of her article she speaks of otherkin pulling from pop culture. *! 


2012-?-?: The academic book, Handbook of Hyper-real Religions edited by Adam Possami. The 
book contains yet another article by Danielle Kirby, this one titled, “Alternative Worlds: 
Metaphysical Questing and Virtual Community amongst the Otherkin.” On pages 133-134, 
Kirby’s article included a section called “Otakukin.” In the section, Kirby describes otakukin 
(also noting its early spelling as “otaku kin” and “ota’kin”), notes how otakukin are not widely 
accepted in the larger otherkin community, describes some of the common beliefs among 
otakukin, and directly quotes from the old website, Temple of the Ota’kin. However, Kirby’s 
source on fictionkin continues to only be the old website, Temple of the Ota-’kin. Right 
afterward, on pages 134-135, there was a section titled “Soulbonding” which describes the topic 
of soulbonding. While she mostly uses the word “‘otakukin” in her article, once in the section 
titled such and once in the conclusion the term “mediakin”’ is also used. In fact, in the section 
“Otakukin,” she notes that mediakin is a slightly more board term whereas otakukin is more 
specific. 4” The book also contains an article by “Real Vampires as an Identity Group: Analyzing 
Causes and Effects of an Introspective Survey by the Vampire Community” by Joseph Laycock 
includes one single passing reference to “otakukin.” On page 161, while talking about the 
vampire community, Laycock briefly brings up identity groups that loosely similar to or have a 
lot of overlap with it. Along with otherkin and therians, Laycock also brings up multiple systems, 
walk-ins, and otakukin. He does not expand on his listing be defining otakukin, however. *° 


2012-February-?: An academic article on otherkin, ““We Are Spirits of Another Sort” by Joseph 


4° Altmann, Eric Stephen. Posthum/an/ous: Identity, Imagination, and the Internet. Appalachian State University, 2010. 

4! Kirby, Danielle. "Readers, believers, consumers, and Audiences: Complicating the Relationship Between Consumption and Contemporary 
Narrative Spiritualties," Australian Journal of Communication, Volume 39, Issue 1 (2012): pages 121-133. 

” Kirby, Danielle. “Alternative Worlds: Metaphysical Questing and Virtual Community amongst the Otherkin.” Handbook of Hyper-real 
Religions, edited by Adam Possami, pages 129-140. Leiden: Brill Academic Publications, 2012. 

* Laycock, Joseph. “Real Vampires as an Identity Group: Analyzing Causes and Effects of an Introspective Survey by the Vampire Community.” 
Handbook of Hyper-real Religions, edited by Adam Possami, pages 141-163. Leiden: Brill Academic Publications, 2012. 


P. Laycock was published in the academic journal, Nova Religio. The topic of mediakin was 
brought up on page 78. The author draws information on mediakin from their mention in Lupa’s 
book, A Field Guide to Otherkin. He noted how only 2 out of the 131 interviewed for Lupa’s 
book were “mediakin.” “+ 


2012-March-25: A wiki entry called "Fictionkin," was created on the otherkin wiki, 
AnotherWiki.* 


2012-May-8: The book, Gothicka: Vampire Heroes, Human Gods, and the New Supernatural 
was published. The book overall delved into the modern Gothic movement as it influences both 
pop culture and culture itself. After talking about fanfiction, on page 58, the topic of Na’vi 
fictionkin, referred to as “Na’vi ’Kin” is brought up. Otherkin is defined on page as people who 
identify as nonhuman, while Na'vi’Kin is defined as specifically identifying as a na’vi from the 
movie, Avatar. *° The citation used by the author was the Livejournal community, The Home 
Tree, created by Tirea Na’vi.*” 


2012-September-2: The subreddit r/fictionkin was created on the website, Reddit. - 
2013-?-?: The forum, Fictives and Fictionkin Forum was created.*? 


2013-?-?: Danielle Kirby published her book, Fantasy and Belief: Alternative Religions, 
Popular Narratives, and Digital Cultures. Her book focused on new religious movements that 
have primarily come about because of the internet. While otherkin is not the whole purpose of 
the book, they do feature prominently and were her core study interest. She describes otherkin 
from a strictly a spiritual perspective and describes otherkin as something that came out of the 
occult, New Age, and shamanic beliefs and movements. Fictionkin (though Kirby almost 
exclusively refers to them as "Otakukin") are brought up throughout the book. Kirby uses the 
existence of otakukin to show just how much popular culture is shaping new religious 
movements. Several fictionkin and otherkin websites are quoted and referenced throughout the 
book. *° 


2013-July-30: The Livejournal community was created called “Marvel Fickin, fictives, 
soulbonds, etc” with the url name being “of_marvel.” The group was created as a community for 
fictionkin, fictives, soulbonds, and others who were from the Marvel universe (a collection of 
comic series all happening in the same fictional universe created by Marvel). The creator was 
Ketrino (crystal_waters).° : 


2013-September-?: The website, Fictionkin Underground was created. The website included a 
forum among other features. The Fictionkin Underground Forum's url was 


“ Laycock, Joseph P. “We Are Spirits of Another Sort: Ontological Rebellion and Religious Dimensions of the Otherkin Community." Nova 
Religio. Volume 15, Number 3 (February 2012): pages 65-90. 

4 "Fictionkin," AnOtherWiki, 25 March 2012, https://anotherwiki.org/wiki/Fictionkin . 

4° Nelson, Victoria. Gothicka: Vampire Heroes, Human Gods, and the New Supernatural. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2012, page 58. 
47 “Na’vi "Kin Community,” Livejournal, http://community.livejournal.com/tothehometree/492.html 

48 t/fictionkin, Reddit, https://www.reddit.com/r/fictionkin/ . 

* Fictives and Fictiokin Forums, https://web.archive.org/web/201408 1502441 2/http://fictivesandfictionkin.org/forum/index.php. 

»° Kirby, Danielle. Fantasy and Belief: Alternative Religions, Popular Narratives, and Digital Cultures. Bristol: Equinox Publishing, 2013. 

>! of-marvel, Livejounral, http://of-marvel.livejournal.com/profile . 


http://10501628.weebly.talkiforum.com/ . 


2013-October-28: The forum, More Than Fiction was wiped clean by one of the admin’s there 
called Sletia. Mordax, the forum founder (username being Mordax-sama) removed Sletia from 
staff. The small forum, never regained any activity and was soon abandoned. ** 


2013-November -5: The Facebook group Otakukin Kazoku (with its url group name being 
"otakukin.gatherings") was created. The group defined otakukin as people who “believe they are 
the reincarnations of anime characters to make up for the fact that in real life they are utterly 
worthless and/or boring.” 4 As of the 2"? of May 2021, the group had less than 90 members. 


2013-November-20: The website, From Fiction at http://otakukin.atspace.com/ was archived 
and some of its contents moved to fromfiction.tumblr.com.*° 


2014-?-?: The website, Fictive Kin was created. The website include a number of essay relating 
to fictives, fictionkin, multiplicity, soulbonding, otherkin, and various related topics. *” 


2014-January-1: The Facebook group called “Other(kin), Therians and Fictionkin” was created. 
The group description described fictionkin with the paragraph, "Like some other otherkin, some 
fictionkin also explain their existence with reincarnation, believing that fictions have been 
realities in other dimensions. This of course strongly implies that original fiction writers do not 
really deserve the credit for creating their characters, leading to some interesting discussions 
around copyright law and intellectual theft." ~° 


2014-June-11: A website called Fictionkin Dot Com was created. The website was meant to a 
place for both fictionkin and fictives. The website included a forum, basic info on both fictionkin 
and fictives, and a "Canon Friend Finder." The admins for the forum were named Elphaba and 
Espeon. *? © 


2015-March-27: The website, In Cannon was created with its url being www.incanon.org. The 
website included articles with basic information, a glossary of terms, user submitted articles, and 
more. The website also had its own forum called In Cannon Forum. °! 


2015-April-10: For a segment called WireTap, a CBC radio show, the host, Jonathan Goldstein, 
interviewed Mordax to discuss the topic of fictionkin. In the just under 11-minute segment, 
Mordax talks about his slow awakening and early personal experiences, discovery of the topic of 


» Fictionkin Underground Forums. https://web.archive.org/web/201609 1309 1544/http://10501628.weebly.talkiforum.com/ . 
3 “Welcome to the forums,” From Fiction, 28 October 2013, 
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55 eye-witness personal account of House of Chimeras, 2 May 2021. 

°° From Fiction, https://web.archive.org/web/20210421052915/http://otakukin.atspace.com/ . 

57 Fictive Kin. http://headvoices.weebly.com/otherkinotakukin.html . 

%8 “Other(kin), Therians And Fictionkin, Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/groups/569013236508415/ . 

*» Fictionkin Not Com, https://web.archive.org/web/20140814001548/https://fictionkin.com/ . 

 "Fictionkin Dot Com's Official Blog is Up!," Official News Blog, Tumblr, 10 January 2016, https://fictionkin- 
official.tumblr.com/post/137037446889/fictionkin-dot-coms-official-blog-is-up . 

®! Incannon_ http://www. incanon.org/what-is-fictionkin/ . 


fictionkin, the beliefs of how fictionkin are caused and created, and so on. 


2015-June-7: The article, “When Fandom Goes Wrong: The Dark Tale of the ‘Final Fantasy 
VII’ House,” written by Asher Elbein, was published by the news website, Vice. The article was 
a report of the events surrounding the “Final Fantasy VII House” and much of the information 
presented was from Syd and several other people who once lived there. The house was run by 
someone named Joanna who was a soulbonder to various characters, including those from Final 
Fantasy VII and claimed to have various occult abilities. Joanna claimed that Syd was the 
reincarnation on of one of the characters from Final Fantasy VII as were anyone else who came 
to live there. Though fictionkin by term are not named at any point in the article itself the term 
otherkin is indeed brought up and it is noted that there are otherkin who identify as fictional 
characters. The article goes into the cult-like emotional and sexual abuse that took place.™ 


2015-July-?: On the forum, Fictionkin Dot Com Forum, a member by the username of 
Scandiacus began a discussion of trying to come up with a symbol to represent being fictionkin 
(similar to how therians have the Theta Delta and otherkin have the septagram). ™ 


2016-January-10: The website, From Fiction at fiction.net was created. The website include 
information regarding fictionkin and soulbonding. ° ° 


2016- January-10: An official blog was created for Fictionkin Dot Com. Called Official News 
Blog, it was hosted on Tumblr with the username fictionkin-official.™ 


2016-February-6: On the Fictionkin Dot Com Forum, after months of discussion, the forum 
came to a general agreement around a series of similar symbols which all involved what could be 
seen as either the letter F in the English alphabet or as a key surrounded by differently placed 
rings. The Official News Blog for the website Fictionkin Dot Com posted stating the history of 
trying to make a symbol and shared a link to a poll asking "the greater fictionkin community" to 
help make a final decision.™ 


2016-February -21: The results of the Fictionkin Dot Com Forum's poll regarding the symbol 
for the fictionkin community was were called. The most popular of the 7 symbols was one of two 
intersecting rings with the bitting of the key (that looks like an F) between the overlapping rings 
and the handle of the key ending just below the rings. © However, reaction to the symbol was a 
bit mixed.”° 
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2016-March-18: The website, Fictionkin Social, was created. The site was still in Beta but was 
accepting members. The website was set up to have a Facebook-like set-up rather than being 
strictly a forum.’! 


2016-July-?: The Amino, Fictionkin (with the url being simply "fictionkin") was created. ” 


2016-September-9: The Facebook simply called "FictionKin" was created. The group 
description read, "Fictionkin' are members of the otherkin community, who identify as 
something that is considered fictional, typically a fictional character(s) of comic books, video 
games, movies & anime." ” As of the 2"4 of May 2021, the group had over 300 members.” 


2018-?-?: In the academic book, Mediated Intimacies: Connectivities, Relationalities and 
Proximities, one of the chapters is an article titled, "Technical Intimacies and Otherkin 
Becomings" by Eva Zekany. The article is about otherkin. Fictionkin are briefly brought up on 
page 241. They are defined as “otherkin who identify as fictional (often human) characters from 
video games, animations, comics, books, or movies.” The author notes how fictionkin are not 
always accepted in the otherkin community and are sometimes “accused of ‘taking things to 
fac? 


2018-March-25: A podcast called World Wide Weridos posted an episode called “Episode 3 — 
Otherkin." The episode’s topic was about otherkin in general. A small position of the nearly 18- 
minute long episode brings up the topic of fictionkin. The portion focusing on fictionkin is about 
bringing up the topic of "doubles.” While the host ends the podcast giving her support to 
otherkin for existing and how people making fun of younger otherkin is especially negative, the 
podcast bases some of its information on misinformation spread about otherkin and fictionkin.”© 


2019-March-5: On the wiki Fanlore, a page titled, "Fictionkin" was created. The first version 
merely had an outline and links to several fictionkin websites. ’7 


2021-February-18: Indoranaga coined the term “‘fictherian” to describe someone experiencing 
animality but “signifying one’s source of experiences are not of this current earth.” The term was 
meant to be a possible term used for anyone whose experiences blurred the line between 
fictionkin and therian and a subset of the existing term, "theriomythic." 7° 7 


2021-June-1: Jas (Mordax) and Co post on their Tumblr blog stating they have "come to the 
realization that [they] no longer connect to the terms otherkin or fictionkin, and that [they] have 
nothing more to offer the community that uses them." Their old blog was renamed "fromfiction- 
archive" and a new blog was created under "fromfiction" where they would continue to " post 
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about our metaphysical and spiritual experiences as a multiversally immortal incarnated entity 
and system of entities." °° 


8° Jas (Mordax) and Co. "Sorry We're Closed." From Fiction Archive. 
https://fromfiction-archive.tumblr.com/post/652798787 194 109952/sorry-were-closed . 
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